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Abstract 


“The curse of God-why | left Islam” is a critique on Deen e Islam written by Ex-Muslim, Atheist 
“Harris Sultan”. This paper examines specifically the quality of truthfulness of writer’s argu- 
ments against divine wrath. The book was published two years ago and still the tactless argu- 
ments are unanswered. This critical analysis explores the reality through interpretation of the 
texts of Quran and Hadith. Research proved erroneousness in Sultan’s writings by unfolding 


divine texts and found out writer’s failed attempt to degrade Islamic values. 


Key Words: Atheist, bondmen, adultery, Love and Mercy, devilish, Sharia, New Testament. 
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Introduction 


Harris Sultan is Ex-Muslim, Ex-Pakistani atheist (40). He studied in Cathedral School and then 
GC University Lahore. His Parents according to him, failed to answer him about God’s reality and 
he studied or understands Islam from others. As he argued that the other side helped me a lot 
to understand. By other side, he meant pursuing Islam from the prospective of ‘New Atheism’. 
Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion is one of the leading books which inspired him. 


This work “The Curse of God” was published in December 11, 2018. Book is differentiated in 
nine chapters focusing on three major discussions about God, His Beloved Prophet and The Holy 
book. 


This Critical Analysis deals with Writer’s arguments specifically focusing on chapter four’s second 
topic “Anger” because it is understood that complete analysis of the whole Piece of work will be 
a lengthy work as well as Finding truth about God’s Anger is an important topic to start. Under 
this topic Sultan brought three basic arguments which are going to be analyzed mostly through 
Quranic Verses and few important Ahadith, to unfold the wrong understanding and intended cri- 
tique of writer on Islamic views. The conclusion of critical analysis is going to manifest the truth. 


First Argument 
Starting from the very first statement in the topic: 


“Is my God not an angry God? Does your God not get Angry when someone doesn’t do what He 
has asked them to do through scripture?” 


First, let us find the actual concept of God’s Anger and Mercy and then we will move further to 

decide His anger towards different kinds of sinner. It is style and technique of Quranic verses 

to do justice, if there are many verses about divine wrath to stop sinners from doing bad and 
spreading unethical behaviors, there are also too many verses about reward and Jannah. 


Covering both aspects Quran says: 
empl gail UI GI Cole pas» 
“KJ! Qld! 90 yhic oly 
“(O Prophet S.A.W.) Inform my people that undoubtedly | am willing to forgive and most merciful. 
(And that) the torment of mine is very painful.” 


Yes, God is guiding His men towards the way of forgiveness and happiness in advance and then 
told us about his wrath, which is compulsory to do justice with people. Muhammad ibn Jarir al- 
Tabari relates Hadith to inform us about the background of this verse: 


When the beloved Prophet S.A.W. saw his companions laughing then asked: why am | seeing you 
1 Harris Sultan, “The Curse of God: Why | Left Islam” XlibrisAU, 2018: 16. 

2 Harris Sultan, “The Curse of God: Why | Left Islam” XlibrisAU, 2018: 75. 

3 Alhijr, 15:49 


vi 


laughing? And went away but soon returned and said Jibrael A.S. came with the message of God 
and then recited this Ayah. 4 


How can someone understands Quran without background knowledge and context of the spe- 
cific verse, even it is compulsory to understand the context while reading for a true concept.° 


Lets for example a non Muslim cannot understand the concept of “bondmen se” of God. Be- 
cause slavery and bondmen are not actual translations of Arabic word Abd or Ibad, when God 
talks about the best reward He gave to His beloved He said: 


Todas Grol SU Glee 
Holy is He who carried His Abd. 


So, the slavery when it affiliated with God is absolutely not equal to the concept of slavery in 

human societies, A man when He becomes the Abd, He was blessed with the love of God, His 

actions, his listening, his steps will become actions, listening and steps of God and Allah explains 
this situation in these words: 


Yds Y ale oily 
And if he asks me (whatever he want), | will give him. 
In another Hadith it is clearly mentioned that: 
Maule Gite -pyat GLE Gary OI JB dll os 
«Verily My Mercy overcomes My Anger» 


Arabic word taglab means overcome, to win or Conquer and in English overcome or conquer 
is used to gain superiority or to take control of, this is exactly what Prophet is explaining about 
God’s relation with his peoples. ° 


This Hadith is written in almost all Leading books like Bukhari, Muslim, Al Nisai, lbn Maja etc. On 
this specific topic of Mercy of God Dr Tahir ul Qadri brought 92 Ahadith in his Small book.*° 


Second Argument 


4 Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, “Jamia Al Bayan An TaWeel ul Quran” Institute of Arab research and 
studies Cairo, Egypt, first edition, 2001: book 14, p 82. 

5 Staiger, R. The Importance of Context in Reading. The High School Journal, 1995, 39(2), 86-90. Retrieved 
December 20, 2020, from http://www. jstor.org/stable/40363493 

6 Al Asra, 17:01 

7 Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari “Sahih Bukhari” Dar Al Taaseel, Beirut, Lebanon: book: Ar-Riqaq, 
Chapter: The humility or modesty. 

8 Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari “Sahih Bukhari” Dar Al Taaseel, Beirut, Lebanon: The Book of Tauhtd, 
Chapter. The Statement of Allah: And Allah warns you against Himself. 

9 Brown, J. overcomes. In E. M. Sanchez (Ed.), Merriam-Webster.com dictionary.2020, Retrieved Decem- 


ber 20, 2020, from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/overcome 
10 Dr. Tahir UI Qadri, “Al Biaan Fi Rahmat E Manan” Minhaj Ul Quran Publications Lahore, Pakistan(2009) 
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Sultan’s first example of anger is the concept of marriage and adultery that why people are 

bound to a piece of paper before having relations with opposite sex, what is status of “I do” in 

Christians or ~45 @ “yes | accept” in Islam, and why there is so much anger of God is awaited 
if before doing the same we never brought a piece of paper?” 


The answer is very much simple without any reference when we know the meaning of Marriage, 
Is it only a game of words and a written paper? That’s it? Of course not, let explain it with argu- 
ments. 


Our beloved God clearly mentioned in the Quran: 
YO 9 Sax eg) CWS SIS 3 Ul dary 9 br g0 Sin ary 


And He created between you love and mercy. Verily, in this there are signs for those who medi- 
tate. 


To explain the relationship between couple there are two words used here Love 6396 and mer- 

cy 40>). In Tafheem UI Quran the two words are Interpreted very systematically that the word 

“Love” is used for sexual love and pleasure which is necessary for attraction but the word “Rah- 

mah or Mercy” is referring to a spiritual relation which made them benevolent, sympathetic and 

the one who cares for everything, who is there in good and bad times and who protects in all 

means. Especially in old age, time comes when physical pleasure was terminated but the spiritu- 
al love and care never ends.” 


Holy Prophet S.A.W. said: 
egll dulad alain al 09 TAU rarle paw UAE! 4 Tals Sold! Kis Fain! Gyo GLa! pire | 
We can get two major points from this Hadith: 


1. Those among you who can support a wife should marry. 
2. Those who can’t support should devote themselves to fasting. 


This is understood that in Islam marriage is not a piece of paper which legalized adultery but it 
is very broad concept, it includes rights, care, safety and other spiritual connections with each 
other. 


Now if anyone asks why God punishes the one who builds relations without marriage? It is not 

difficult to understand the basic manners and causes of Islam, Worship God and respect for hu- 

manity, being a good citizen we have to fulfill the rights of others. The main reason of this much 

importance to humanity is that Islam supports others freedom, we cannot made our self free by 

rejecting others freedom but the real freedom is to be free within your own rights and bound- 
aries. 


Moral values play the key role in a Muslim’s life: 
ll Harris Sultan, “The Curse of God: Why | Left Islam” XlibrisAU, 2018: p.75. 
12 Al Rum, 30:21 
13 Abul A’la Maududi, “Tafheem-ul-Quran” Idara Tarjuman UI Quran (Pvt) Ltd, 1949:p. 03\745 
14 Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, “Sahih Muslim” Dar Al-Taiba, book: Al-Nikah, Chapter: One who can support a 
wife should marry. 


9 
0 ube BIS al Sly 
And you are surely on an excellent standard of character. 


Islam talks about happy relationship (which is in born right of a child) of a couple as mentioned 

in Surah Al Nissa, verse: 3, 4, and 129. On the other hand so called freedom ends in the shape 

of single-parents relationship is dangerous for new generation, so many children faces problems 

in education, many of them wasted their lives in drug addiction and so many girls became preg- 

nant before 20 years of age.*© This is how divorce without Islamic rules or non marital relations 
brought in our society, is it freedom? 


On behalf of freedom, actually people who want to live without marriage are interpreting nature 

wrongly, just to fulfill their devilish desires. People want to get rid of responsibilities of a loving 

relationship and live a life without manners but according to humanity and society’s rights it is 
unaccepted in all ages. 


Third Argument 


Harris Sultan quoted an Ayah from Surah Al Maedah in which there is written about Jews pun- 
ishment and Sultan argued that why Muslims God is so much angry with Jews for not accepting 
Islam so it means this Ayah is fabricated by Prophet Muhammad S.A.W. for their own interests.?” 


Human is created just to worship and to know God: 
A Qoduad VI pig Ged! HBS Leg 
And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me 


Ibn Katheer, and Muhammad Al Ghazali narrated one of the meaning of this Ayah along with 
worship is, 099,xJ 3! means to know.’? 


To understand the reality of being created is one of the core subject and after getting this mean- 

ing that we are subjected to worship our God and to know about Him and this concept clarify our 

mind from all thoughts that why it is compulsory for God to do justice with his creation, why He 

will (according to Quran) payback on every single deed from every single human being.”° It must 
have done according to the need of justice as He said: 


YY Laubas Iyol Ai cy WD 92 9 [ghards dime SG Og 8)3 lads elas ail ol! 
bert ad yo 92 


Surely, Allah does not wrong (anyone), even to the measure of a particle. If it is a good deed, He 
multiplies it, and gives a great reward out of His Own pleasure. 


15 Al Qalam, 68:04 

16 Dr Tahir Ul Qadri, “Women Rights In Islam” Minhaj Ul Quran Publications Lahore, 2019(ed. 9th): p.25 
17 Sultan, “The Curse of God: Why | Left Islam” XlibrisAU, 2018: p.76 

18 ad-Dhariyat, 51:56 

19 Ibn Katheer,translated by M.Akram Al Azhari,’ Tafseer Ibn Katheer”Zia Ul Quran Publication La- 
hore,2004: p. 4\410 

20 Az Zalzala, 99:07 

21 Al Nisa, 04:40 
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So, it is easy to understand that God created us; He is responsible to give us food as He men- 
tioned (Al Hud, 11:06) as well as He take responsibility to do justice as mentioned in the recent 
Ayah. 


This is the reason He told us about previous religions, there are those who are awarded by AI- 

lah like Moses A.S and Jesus A.S, and there are those who were punished because they ignored 

God’s Message and they Rejected His Prophets as mentioned in the Ayah which is quoted in 
Sultan’s book. 


Now there is no need to explain further that, Is this ayah fabricated by our prophet? Is Muham- 

mad S.A.W. opposes other religions or He takes side of all previous Prophets and always remem- 

ber them in good words? Yes, our Prophet only told us about those sinners which went against 
those Prophets. 


And finally that why it is important to follow Islam to reach God instead of other Shariahs or 
previous religion, let us finally discuss it shortly. 


Allah clearly mentioned that: 
SLB cya S351 Leg Sol Spl Ley Ugiags Gly 
Who believe in what has been revealed to you and what was revealed before you. 


It is necessary to complete the faith and Eman as a Muslim that one should believe on all previ- 
ous books. The reason why previous books are not authentic can be understood through west- 
ern’s own arguments:7? 


“Erasmus (d. 1536) researched ancient Greek texts, studied them and analyzed them. During 

producing new edition of the original Greek text of the New Testament, he discovered that the 

verse of the whole concept of Trinity (three Christian gods) which was a later addition in Latin 
bible is completely absent in the original Greek.””* 


Now, this is not my topic that what are the reasons behind this default or why churches manip- 
ulated but | want to clear that the divine text is not on its original form except Quran because it 
is a universal truth that our book is still available in one text in the whole world. 


Let’s suppose if previous Devine books were not as we argued still Mohammad’s concern with 
Jews as mentioned in Sultan’s book (that Jews do not consider Muhammad S.A.W. As a Prophet 
that’s why this ayah was penned by Muhammad S.A.W.) Is totally unwise because God will do 
justice with all peoples irrespective of religion and sects differences, If God is just to the group of 
few sinner Jews because they were disobedient, He is also just and fair to all disobedient Mus- 
lims on the other hand in this ayah our God told us about disobedience He also warned us few 
ayahs back that He can brought a new generation if Muslims never obey and He also cleared in 
the 59" ayah that which thing they never liked? Only that Muslim believes Allah’s Prophet and 


22 Al Bagarah, 02:04 

23 Bentley, Jerry H. Humanists and Holy Writ: New Testament Scholarship in the Renaissance. Princeton Uni- 
versity Press NJ, 1983. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv39x68d . Accessed 10 Jan. 2021. 

24 Jonathan A.C. Brown. Hadith Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and Modern World. Oneworld Pub- 
lications,London, 2018: p 179 
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all previous Prophets and all books of them but they didn’t? So, here we can conclude that this 
is not a matter of self respect that they never accepted Islam but it is the matter of obedience 
that after and before Islam they were not obedient. 


Conclusion 


Harris Sultan wrote this book as a personal attack that is why his arguments are not valuable and 
it is easy for a reader to understand his intended meanings. 


In the first argument it is defined clearly that first of all God is not “Angry God” but our Allah is 
Merciful and His mercy overcomes his anger, what a great God that find ways to forgive. 


Secondly, marriage is the easiest way not only to fulfill our desires but also a relation of love and 

care which helps every couple to live a happy life on the other hand it is a need of the society 

and humanity to control unethical and immoral relations for the better freedom and happiness, 
to stop all wrong doings Islam suggested proper ways. 


Last but not the least, it is proved that to do justice is the quality of God; He awarded pious Mus- 
lims as well as all followers and companions of previous Prophets who obeyed. It is tactless and 
foolish argument to say that Mohammad S.A.W. formed verses specifically against Jews. 
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